Detection of early pregnancy factor in swine: A need for dialogue.
The rosette inhibition test, which has been used to detect early pregnancy factor (EPF) and other immunosuppressive factors in the serum of pregnant mice, women, and sheep, was adapted for use in swine. Since the initial methods described for use of the assay were cumbersome and time consuming, our first efforts were to simplify the technique. Substitution of microtiter plates for test tubes and treatment of sheep erythrocytes with AET to increase numbers and stability of the rosettes were successful. Although consistently higher rosette inhibition titers were obtained after incubation of lymphocytes in the serum of pregnant sows compared to controls, the variability in numbers of rosettes obtained on a day to day basis and the cumbersome nature of the test have impeded progress in firmly establishing the presence of EPF in pregnant swine and demonstrating the homology between it and the EPF reported in other species.